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SUB J : US-USSR WORLD OCEAN AGREEMENT: JOINT COMMITTEE MEETING 
(06.00) 

REF: STATE 208572 

1 . SCI COUNSELOR SEPTEMBER 7 RECEIVED CALL FROM MIKHAYLEV (PHON. 
SPELL), ACADEMY OF SCIENCES RE AUGUST 21 WHITE MESSAGE TO SIDER- 
ENKO RE PROPOSED DATES FOR JOINT COMMITTEE MEETING IN DECEMBER. 
MIKHAYLEV SAID IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE TO PROVIDE REPLY TO WHITE 
MESSAGE BY SEPT 8 AS REQUESTED BECAUSE SIDERENKO WAS AWAY FROM 
MOSCOW ON A TDY AND WILL NOT RETURN UNTIL MID-SEPTEMBER. 

2. SCI COUNSELOR EXPLAINED THAT WHITE MESSAGE HAD BEEN FORWARDED 
TO SIDERENKO ON AUGUST 23 FOLLOWED BY A TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 
CONFIRMING RECEIPT OF THE AUGUST 23 LETTER, AND U.S. SIDE WOULD 
APPRECIATE PROMPT RESPONSE FROM DEPUTY TO SIDERENKO IF LATTER NOT 
AVAILABLE. MIKHAYLEV SAID HE DID NOT KNOW OF ANY DEPUTY AND KHAR- 
ITONOV WAS OUT OF TOWN SO NOTHING WAS LIKELY TO BE DONE UNTIL 
SIDERENKO RETURNED. 

3. SCI COUNSELOR WILL CONTINUE TO SEEK EARLIEST RESPONSE TO WHITE 
MESSAGE, BUT IT IS UNLIKELY THERE WILL BE A DEFINITE 

REPLY BEFORE SEPTEMBER 21. 
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